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FROM THE FEDERAL SECRETARY 


Well | hope that the new type style we are using meets with 
your approval. Unfortunately the quality and the delay in 
using the old linotype became unacceptable and although 
the new system is more expensive the benefits are worth 
every penny. 


As usual | have apologies to make for the last issue. | am 
noticing, however, that mistakes seem to prompt retorts 
from my readers so perhaps | should cease apologising. On 
page 295, Joy Donnelly was listening to Phillip Gardiner 
and not the gentleman referred to. In the instruction on 
setting throttle linkages on the previous page, the brighter 
ones will have realised that the up and down bits were 
levers and not levels as stated. 


Patrick Kane White’s notes on the Windsor Raily brought 
much learned comment and before passing that on | would 
make one of my own. The Silver Shadow with the plates 
RR 1 is the property of the firm of H R Owen. It is a pity 
they don’t donate it to the Company or swap it for a new 
Shadow. 


David Jones writes: The photograph on page 293 is most 
probably the second most famous Silver Ghost in the 
world, owned by Millard Newman of Florida, U.S.A. It isa 
1907 Silver Ghost Chassis No. 553 which is only two cars 
after the Rolls-Royce owned Silver Ghost Chassis No. 5517. 
lt is also most probably one of the most magnificant look- 
ing Silver Ghosts in the world, the colour scheme being 
white with tan lining. 


The Silver Ghost in the background which you talk about 
is also another well known Ghost in the world, owned by 
Denis Le Ferranti and is a completely original 1912 Barker 
limousine. The car behind it is also owned by Denis and is 
his 1908 Roi des Belges by Barker. 


Also, could | make comment about your notes on page 
296. This car, owned by John Banks, is a 1921 Springfield 
Ghost of which nothing dreadful has been done. The horns 
are original and were on many Springfield Ghosts, as were 
the bumper bars, drum headlights and shutters. It is most 
probably one of the most original Springfield Ghosts in the 
world, and has won many competitions for Age and Auth- 
enticity in the United States. 


S J Stuckey writes: 7. On page 290 is the “unidentified 
71912 Silver Ghost”. The car is Chassis No. 1859, one of 
three Ghosts purchased by Sir John and Lady Eaton in 
1912, The car was, in January 1974 at least, owned by 
Peter Bone of Toronto, Canada. An article on the car is in 
the R.R.E.C. Bulletin 82, pp.22-23. 


2. Also on page 290, in “News from Tom Clarke’’, is men- 
tion of a New Phantom, registration X Y2214. “The Auto- 
car” of 22 May 1925 (reprinted in the recent “Autocar” 
special — page 65) features a new Phantom tourer with 
that registration number. I can only assume that the “‘sala- 
manca” driven to India inherited the registration number, 
or perhaps the car was rebodied. 


3. The third car is the unidentified Silver Ghost on page 
293. The car is Chassis No. 60553, the fifteenth Ghost, and 
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the second exported to the U.S.A. The Barker-bodied car 
left the coachbuilder on 9 April 1907, and was delivered to 
Samuel B. Stevens of New York, Its present owner is 
Millard Newman of Florida, and its 1920's body was re- 
placed by the current replica. The car was featured in ‘‘Car 
and Driver” in July 1964, and is shown on page 18 of John 
Webb De Campi’s “Rolls-Royce in America”. 


George Green’s remarks about the Whitney cars prompted 
Bert Ward to burst into print which we will have to hold 
until the next issue. 


In Praeclarvm No. 77 in June this year, | mentioned the 
special insurance scheme available through M.M. Hulse & 
Associates for members. When | was speaking to Reg Hulse 
recently, he mentioned that the response from members 
since this article appeared has been tremendous and result- 
ed in a considerable increase in the number of members 


now insured under the Scheme. Reg went on to say that the 
increased membership of the Scheme is of great benefit to 
the Scheme as a whole and if there are members still requir- 
ing details would they please contact Reg on (02) 498 8677 
or write to him at M.M. Hulse & Associates, 653 Pacific 
Highway, Killara, 2071. 


1978 FEDERAL RALLY 


Ral Rainsford has provided the following notes for your 


information and allow you to start planning the car/budget/ 
family and whatever else for the South Australian event. 


Thursday, June Ist Federal Council meeting to be held at 
the Barossa Motel, Lyndoch. 


Friday, June 2nd A buffet dinner at the Barossa Motel 
and a technical seminar with film will 
be held in the conference area of the 
complex during the evening. 

Saturday, June 3rd A late breakfast has been arranged for 

this day with a mid morning tour of 

the Yaldara Chateau Winery to follow. 

We are investigating a number of var- 

ied tours of the Barossa by coach dur- 

ing the afternoon, but we feel that 
many members will prefer to go their 
own ways either to visit some of the 
attractions of the area or to prepare 
their vehicles for the concours and 
gymkahna events on the Sunday. We 
have booked seating at a number of 
restaurants through out the Barossa 

Valley for the Saturday evening — an 

informal night to be individually arran- 

ged. 


A catered luncheon at the Tanunda 
Oval has been arranged for this day 
and gymkahna events and judging will 
take place in the grounds adjacent to 
the oval. The official dinner will be 
held at the Kaiser Stuhl Winery this 
evening and black ties will not be a 
requisite. 


Sunday, June 4th 


Will close to get this to press before | run out of space. 


Merry Christmas and safe driving to you and yours for the 
New Year. 


Bill Coburn 
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DON APPLEBY’S ALBUM 


Don Appleby of York Motors Pty. Ltd., Sydney produced a collec- 
tion of photos of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars in Australia that he 
has gathered over the years. Bert Ward was called on to provide the 
captions. If anyone can add to the information, please advise the 
Editor. 


Photo No. 11 


| wonder how many people remember the significance of 
the 24th May in the old days. 


This was Queen Victoria’s Birthday and called Empire 
Day. It was not a public holiday, but the schools had a 
day of celebration and lots of children from different 
schools held a gathering at the Showground. It was also 
fireworks night and all the British Trades people in Sydney 
celebrated the day with a procession through Sydney dem- 
onstrating British products. Always on the day a few Rolls- 
Royce cars would be involved. This photo shows the start 
of one procession. All vehicles lined up at the Macquarie 
Street end of the Domain, under the lovely Old Moreton 
Bay Fig Trees. The cars in this photo are as follows, No. 1 
a 20HP GSK10, No. 2, a Phantom 1 chassis log MC deliver- 
ed 17/7/26 to Mr Roy Quigley, a young man, who had been 
left money. After purchasing the chassis he ran it with just 
a couple of bucket seats fitted for several months. Jackson, 
Jones and Collins fitted a saloon body and the late Les 
Sproul had this car, and it is still in the family. Len was one 
of the early members of the NSW branch of the Club. 


No. 3, another 20HP chassis No. GSK49. This car was fitted 
with a saloon body and was one of the first to be fitted 
with a vee windscreen, it had bucket front seats, discs on 
all wheels and was in the Motor Show in London in 1925. 
Mr & Mrs W.A. Pritchard of Ormond Street, Ashfield, 
NSW who were in England at the time, purchased the car in 
December 1925. They used the car in England, and it arriv- 


ed in Sydney 12/3/27. The car was always kept in perfect 
condition. 


Mr & Mrs Pritchard had no children, and then adopted a 
teenage girl, who was treated like their own daughter. Many 
times when they had a picnic, which was well out of town, 
they asked me to drive so | also became very close to the 
Pritchard family. When Mr Pritchard died | taught this 
young lady to drive the car and she drove the car until Mrs 
Pritchard passed away. The car then was bought by a Mr 
Wolfenden, later a professor. The car was again sold to 
John Crunch, who kept GSK49 under cover until this 
year when it was auctioned by George Sevenoaks, ‘and 
purchased by Ray Millington a member of the Club. | 
would say that GSK49 and GSK10 are the most original 
20HP cars today. Except for the modification of the 
wheels converted to take Balloon tyres, which was a Rolls- 
Royce modification, these 2 cars are as originally. 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


Whilst every care is taken to check information published in Prae- 
clarvm, no responsibility can be accepted for errors. 


Contributions — 


The Editor would be grateful for any memorablia, photos, advert- 
isements, accounts of restorations, memories of experiences of cars 
owned or known or any other material that deals with Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley cars. 


Subscriptions — 


Praeclarvm is available on a subscription basis to non-members and 
for those members who may wish an extra copy. Such subscriptions 
carry no membership privileges. Rates are as follows: 


Australia $Aust10 
North America $US10 
Elsewhere $Aust7.50 


All rates quoted are for surface mail. 


Changes of Address — 


Members of the Club should approach their Branch Secretary in the 
first instance to advise non-receipt of an issue or a change of address 


~ ass S 


THE ACQUISITION AND RESTORATION OF 
“GARGANTUA” 
1952 Bentley R Continental Sports Saloon, 
Chassis BC12A, Engine BCA12, H.J. Mulliner Body 
5478. 


by Fred Engish 


Soon after acquiring my first car (1951 Bentley MK VI 
B160MD) in May 1964, | met Victoria Branch member 
John Mitchell who lived at Ebden near Albury/Wodonga. 
He owned a 1952 Silver Dawn SKE44 (one of only two big 
boot Dawns with manual transmission in Australia at the 
time) which coincidentally was to become my first Rolls- 
Royce some ten years later. 


During a late night session indulging in R-R talk, John pro- 
duced a copy of ‘The Rolls-Royce Bulletin’ of January 
1954; This issue contains an article entitled ‘The Continen- 
tal’ and includes the Bentley R type chassis bearing this 
name. The ambition to own one of these outstanding clas- 
sics lay dormant for eight years when there was an opport- 
unity to acquire BC12A. 


This is the 12th production car after the world-famous pro- 
totype named ‘OLGA’. Of the 193 Sports Saloons by H.}J. 
Mulliner about eight are currently garaged in Australia, 
although only one (BC30D now owned by RROC member 
Graeme Miller) was brand new when delivered in this coun- 
try. 


The chassis card for BC12A held at Hythe Road Service 
Depot in London indicates it was first delivered on 
18/12/1952 to A. Agnielli of Lucca, Italy. Mr Agnielli is 
possibly the brother of G. Agnielli, head of the Fiat Com- 
pany. By 2/7/1954 it was owned by Robert Schasseur of 
Pau, France. It had no radio and the weight of the complete 
car was 33 cwt O gtr 7 Ib without fuel. The body weight 
including accessories was 6 cwt 3 qtr 25 Ib. 


Mr Ron Jelbart of Melbourne acquired BC12A from the 
Rolls-Royce agents in Geneva, Switzerland, in 1962, toured 


around Europe, snipped It to Fremantle, registered it in 
Western Australia (No. UKM576), and drove from Perth to 
Melbourne in 48 hours. 


| first saw the car at Mr Jelbart’s property at Eltham on 
28/8/1965. It was a very tidy unit with (1) 15,938 kilo- 
metres on the clock. During later trips to Switzerland Mr 
Jelbart purchased BC10A (now owned by RROC member 
Vanne Trompff) and BC16C which he still owns. 


RROC member lan Dodd succeeded in extracting BC12A 
from Mr Jelbart in 1967 and covered 120,000 kms at 
‘Continental’ speeds during the next five years. It is pro- 
bably the only R Continental to enter RROCA Federal 
Rallies including the 1967 Albury, 1968 Mildura and 1971 
Shepparton events during this period. 


In 1969 lan was seeking a suitable name for the car. About 
20 suggestions were printed in the Victoria Branch News- 
letter Nos 121 and 122. A few names were reasonable, the 
rest were terrible and an unknown number were unprint- 
able. Out of this came ‘‘Gargantua”’ derived from the legen- 
dary Giant-King immortalised by the French humanist 
Rabelais in 1534. The word ‘‘gargantuan’”’ came into the 
English language in 1571 and now means enormous, gigan- 
tic, prodigious. 


| purchased BC12A from lan after extended negotiations, 
finally taking delivery on 16/12/1972 with the speedo read- 
ing (2) 34,488 km. Mechanically it required rebuild of the 
front suspension, engine, clutch and gearbox. The coach- 
work required re-sculpturing of several aluminium panels 
and the bumper bars. A decision to take up the challenge of 
my first restoration was not made lightly as it was a fairly 
extensive and expensive project. 


Mechanical restoration work was entrusted to Kellow- 
Falkiner Service Division. Two days after acquisition Kel- 
lows steam cleaned the chassis and underbody, checked the 
shock absorbers, and overhauled the brake servo motor. A 
month later the front suspension was rebuilt including the 
fitting of two new coil springs (the R.H. one was broken on 
the top coil), and remounting the exhaust system. 


The engine/clutch/gearbox overhaul took place between 
19 February and 30 May 1973. Kellows removed this at 
South Yarra, and returned what was left of the car to my 
Mentone address so | could detail around the empty engine 
compartment. 


The engine was completely stripped and every worn or 
defective part repaired or replaced. Machining included 
cylinder reboring 0.025” oversize, crankshaft grinding 
0.010” undersize, and rebushing and reboring rocker arms. 
New pistons of the Continental short-skirt high-compres- 
sion variety were not available; these were manufactured in 
the UK and delivered to Mélbourne within 6 weeks of 
ordering. Other parts renewed included the camshaft, cam- 
shaft bearings, cam followers, crankshaft bearings, gudgeon 
bushes, rockershaft, timing gears, two valves (the other ten 
inlet/exhaust valves are original and in excellent condition), 
the water gallery (which cools the exhaust valve seats), and 
both exhaust manifolds. The cylinder head was straightened 
and machined; in addition the corroded water porting was 
aluminium welded and remachined to size and position. 
The crankshaft, connecting rods, vibration damper and 
clutch were statically balanced. Auxiliaries such as the oil 
pump, water pump, generator, starter motor and carburet- 
tors were fully overhauled. The oil temperature gauge was 
repaired and the heater matrix removed. 
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Fred looking for his engine 


A dehydrated sample of sludge removed from the cast iron 
engine block was analysed by x-ray emission and chemical 
analysis. Composition of the sample revealed 77% iron 
oxide, 11% aluminium oxide, 8% lead oxide, 2.5% copper 
oxide, 1% zinc oxide, 0.5% calcium oxide, and small traces 
of phosphorous and sulphur. In the long term it is advisable 
to use coolant with corrosion inhibitor recommended by 
Rolls-Royce thereby minimising corrosion of vital compon- 
ents particularly the aluminium cylinder head. The coolant 
should be drained and renewed annually. 


A short discourse about the R Continental close ratio gear- 
box may be appropriate as this is probably the archilles heel 
of this super-car. Undoubtedly this gives more trouble than 
the standard ratio gearbox fitted to Mark VI, R Type, Silver 
Dawn and Silver Wraith cars. There are at least two reasons 
for this. Firstly, the high ratio differential (3.08 to 1 which 
is the same as the later V8 engine cars) necessitates greater 
use of the indirect gears and for longer periods. With the 
tachometer on the red-line of 4250 rpm speeds of 43 "+ 
in first gear, 77 in second and 100 in third are achie 


The coachbuilder’s method of covering the bumper 
irons. 


This means it is possible to be booked for exceeding the 
speed limit around town in first gear, and similarly charged 
out of town while still in second .. . heaven only knows 
what you are supposed to do with third and top gears!! 
Secondly, first gear is not synchromesh and can come in 
for a fair amount of crunching and grating particularly with 
an inexperienced driver travelling in slow moving, bumper 
to bumper city traffic. The fact that Continental owners 
tend to have a heavy right foot and be Fangio admirers may 
also influence the high gearbox fatality rate. 


Although only 165 cars of the total 208 chassis were fitted 
with manual gearboxes, the Company has seen fit to main- 
tain supplies of replacement Continental gears. Indeed, in 
England the demand is so good or the drivers are so bad 
there is even a change-over gearbox service available. 


Most stick-shift Continental owners seem to have some 
story to tell about their gearbox. | understand Lawrence 
Dalton, author of ‘Those Elegant Rolls-Royce’, is on his 
first engine and third gearbox in BC11C. Michael Collier is 
still the original owner of BC9B which has covered in excess 
of 250,000 miles on the same engine without reboring 
(except he drops a new set of pistons down the pots every 
100,000 or so). During one of his numerous escapades 
around Europe he got stuck in first gear in Northern Italy 
or Southern France. All attempts to free it failed, so he 
drove nearly 500 miles at 22 mph al! the way back to Eng- 
land, and returned a better fuel consumption than a Phan- 
tom V. Ron Jelbart’s BC16D gearbox locked up somewhere 
in England after he had purchased it in Switzerland. He 
managed to have it repaired under warranty before the car 
was shipped to Australia. 


The metric speedometer 


The gearbox in BC12A was very noisy and occasionally re- 
quired the digital manipulation of a pick-pocket to get out 
of first gear. | vividly remember riding as the ‘Dodd mech- 
anic’ around the Lakeland Hill Climb Circuit in August 
1969, when lan successfully engaged the non-synchro first 
gear at 35 mph while screaming up to a hair-pin bend. Nat- 
urally, | wondered how many gear teeth would fall out the 
drain hole when the plug was removed. Remarkably, every- 
thing was intact even if somewhat worn . . . a tribute no 
doubt to the car’s ruggedness and lan’s mastery of non- 
synchro cog-swapping! A new first gear and cluster gear 
arrived in Australia within a week of ordering. Four bear- 
ings and four synchroniser drums were also replaced. 


Early post-war cars driven on ‘colonial roads’ are prone to 
loosening of the chassis rivets around the front suspension 
area and cracking of the firewall through the starter sole- 


The Mulliner tool kit 


noid mounting bracket hole. BC12A was no exception, 
both defects being rectified prior to refitting the power 
unit. 


Careful ‘‘running in” of the engine consisted entirely of ex- 
tended journeys. Kellows did 93 km prior to hand-over. | 
did return trips during the next few days to Portsea (188 
km), Flinders (153 km), Moe (250 km), Marysville (328 
km), and then back to Kellows for an oil change and tune- 
up and final adjustments. Next time out was the 800 km in 
a day trip to Adelaide for the rain-drenched 1973 Federal 
Rally. Some 2092 km were covered during the Rally with- 
out incident, apart from a few litres of water seeping into 
the cabin via the front and rear windscreens. Since then 
another 8400 km have been covered with perfect relia- 
bility. 


Overall fuel consumption to date is 18.03 miles per gallon, 
with the best return being 21 mpg on the 1975 Bentley 
Drivers Club Rally to Hamilton, An accurate log is kept on 
the car which lists every time it is driven, the distance tra- 
velled each trip and all fuel used. 


Having survived the Victoria Branch four-day Tasmanian 
tour in November 1973 (when 8 Club cars were shipped 
across Bass Strait on ‘The Empress of Australia’ jammed 
between 10-wheeled juggernauts) | decided to tidy up the 
exterior coachwork. This was ably done by Kellow-Falkiner 
Body Repair Division. 


The H.J. Mulliner Sports Saloon consists of a lightweight 
two door all aluminium body weighing about 800 Ib, some 
400 Ib less than the standard steel saloon body. It is a 
strong body but does not take kindly to maltreatment. Re- 
pairs were necessary to 3 guards, one door and both bum- 
per bars. Ideally, the car should have been completely re- 
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painted, but one’s financial resources did not permit this at 
the time. By coincidence R Continental BC54D was being 
repainted a regal bronze colour by Kellows at this time; it 
is interesting to see these in the unpainted condition. 


The walnut veneer is generally in good condition with only 
a couple of small areas which have deteriorated (due to 
water damage). 


The clock was repaired by Smith’s Instruments. Surely the 
Smith clock is the most unreliable piece of equipment fit- 
ted to Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars in the 1945-65 era. Of 
the three R-R and three Bentley cars | have owned, not one 
clock worked properly. Note for Editor: Could we have an 
article on how to repair your Rolls-Royce or Bentley time- 
piece? Alternatively, perhaps we could appoint a new Fed- 
eral Officer called “The Clock-Fixer’’. 


The following summary gives some idea of purchasing and 
restoring the car in 1973-74 . . . goodness knows what it 
would cost in 1977!! 


Purchase Price $4,000 
Stage 1 — December 1972 

Steam cleaning and overhauling 

brake servo motor and fuel pumps 214 
Stage 2 — February 1973 

Overhaul front suspension 626 
Stage 3 — February to May 1973 

Overhaul engine/clutch/gearbox 

Repair and strengthen chassis 

and fire wall 4,908 
Stage 4 — November 1973 

Repairs to coachwork 1,134 
Total 


$10,882 
—"' 


| gratefully acknowledge the assistance and advice contri- 
buted by several people. RROC members John Salter and 
Harold Paynting influenced my decision to acquire BC12A, 
while the late Robert Hawkes helped with information 
about having the engine overhauled professionally. The 
staff at Kellow-Falkiner Pty. Ltd. were most courteous and 
helpful. | wish to thank especially Messrs Ken Aulich, Len 
King, Ken Farell, David Dyball at the South Yarra Service 
Division and Messrs Colin McBean, Alan Hughes, Marios 
Lazarou, Jack Pithers, Arthur Dunkley at the City Road 
Body Repair Division for their efforts and enthusiasm on 
this project. 


What you can find in a blocked heater pipe 


Readers may have the impression the owner just sat back 
and relied on the professionals to do all the dirty work. 
This is not so as scores of hours were spent in all sorts of 
contortions on the end of spanners, screwdrivers, scrapers, 
brushes, inspection lamps, vacuum cleaners and polishing 
rags . . . The crowning reward for the blood, sweat, tears, 
bad language and broken finger nails sacrificed on ‘Gargan- 
tua’ was to receive the President’s Trophy For Restoration 
in 1974 from the Victoria Branch President David Kenway. 


To complete the restoration will require removal of body 
rattles, overhauling the window winding mechanisms, re- 
painting, retrimming, recarpeting, and about $4000 plus 
(contributions gratefully received). | am not proposing to 
do this work in the foreseeable future and, indeed, this may 
be a challenge for the next owner. 


A 


The ‘R’ type Continental is probably the most exciting and 
exhilarating production car to come out of Crewe in the 
last 30 years. For those fortunate few who have experienc- 
ed this machine in full flight, there is nothing quite like it. 


| will never regret being a temporary custodian of BC12A, 
and hope future owners will get as much pleasure from it 


as those in the past. 


Long Live ‘Gargantua’! 
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SERVICE 
DIRECTORY 


\ 


CLOTH COVERED PVC WIRE 


Tom Clarke writes that he has obtained sufficient of this 
material to re-wire his 20/25 from MAGNETO and ELEC- 
TRICAL LTD., UNIT 74, CLAREMONT INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE, CLAREMONT ROAD, LONDON N.W.10. This 
wire is very close to the original. Unfortunately it is going 
out of production. This firm also has nickel electrical 


connections. 


VALVE AND IGNITION TIMING DATA 


ROLLS-ROYCE PRE-WAR CARS 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Full acknowledgement is made to the factory for the 
following information. The de‘ail has been extracted from TSD 2022 
published in 1962 by the Technical Publications Department of the 
then company Rolls-Royce Limited. Bert Ward has lent me the booklet 
and | intend reproducing if in serial form under the above heading 
jo provide a ready reference for readers. 


(Continued from Page 277) 


40/50 H.P. PHANTOM II 
51 IN 02 SERIES TO T2 SERIES 


CHASSIS : 


FLYWHEEL MARKING CLEARANCE 
*020 in (‘051 cm) 
RUNNING CLEARANCE 
*003 in (*008cm) 


BETWEEN THE VALVE STEM 
AND THE ROCKER ARM FACE 
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CARBURETTER CONTROLS — MANUAL 
GEARBOX BENTLEY MK VI AND R 


— 


FIG.11. CARBURETTER CONTROLS. 


The following is a description of setting the carburetter 
controls. It should not normally be necessary to adjust all 
the points described, but complete information is given, 
should this be required. 


(i) No attempt should be made to set the controls, unless 
it is known that the slow running is correctly adjusted 
and that the carburetter throttles are correctly synch- 
ronised. These two operations are fully described in 
Sub-Section BM.3. 


With the throttle connecting shaft (1, Fig.11) held in 
the fully closed position by the throttle return spring 
(2) and with the hand throttle lever on the quadrant of 
the steering column also in the fully closed position, 
adjust the length of the rod (3), so that a clearance of 
approximately 1/2” (12.5 m/m) is obtained between 
point ‘A’ (centre of ball pin) of the bellcrank lever (4) 
and the side of the rod (3) nearest to the ball-pin. 


= 


(iii) Adjust the length of the rod (5), so that the lever (6) 
on the countershaft fitted to the dashboard is in the 
position as shown on Fig.12. 


(iv) Adjust the length of the accelerator pedal rod (7) so 
that the lever (8) hangs vertically when the accelerator 
pedal is in the up (closed) position. 


FIG.12. CORRECT ANGULAR POSITION OF LEVER ‘6’. 


(v) 


(vi) 


Adjust the length of the rod (9) so that the clearance 
between the upper peg ‘B’ on the lever (10) and the 
pad ‘C’ on the lever (11) is sufficient to allow approxi- 
mately 1/8” (3.3 m/m) free movement of the accelera- 
tor pedal. Check for tightness, the nut of the pinch- 
bolt securing the lever (11) to the countershaft. 


If necessary, fit rubber stops (12) under the accelerator 
pedal plate so that the pedal is stopped on the pedal 
gap plate when the throttles are in the fully open posi- 
tion. 


(vii) Adjust the length of the rods (13 and 14) so that the 


clearance between the pad ‘D’ on the lever (15) and the 
peg ‘E’ on the lever (6) is sufficient to allow from 7 to 
9 notches free travel of the hand throttle lever on the 
quadrant of the steering column before the throttles 
commence to open. 


(viii) Adjust the length of the rod (16) so that the jet heads 


(17) of both carburetters are on their normal running 
stops, i.e. against the jet adjusting nuts (18). 


(ix) Adjust the length of the rods (19 and 20), so that when 


the jet heads of the carburetters are on their normal 
running stops (18), the hand controlled micture lever 
on the quadrant of the steering column is two notches 
up from the normal running position. 
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(x) Finally check that all the locknuts have been tightened, 
that no split pins have been omitted, and also, that all 
the locking screws of the ball joints have been tighten- 
ed up. 


A most interesting photo from the RREC Bulletin. 
The car is apparently Phantom IV Chassis 4 AF 2 
eventually bodied by H { Mulliner and delivered to 
the present Queen before her coronation, The above 
body was fitted to allow the Directors of Rolls-Royce 
to try the car before delivery since although it was a 
scaled-up version of the Silver Dawn it was the first 
Phantom IV. The final body is pictured below. 


AN EMIGRATED GHOST — 1334 


Why 1334, well it is a story of a chassis we lost then found 
that it had gone to the U.S.A. in 1958. Now, we know 
where the car is and the owners name. This was one of the 
first Rolls-Royce cars that | worked on when | started with 
Rolls-Royce Ltd. in 1916. 


| found the owners name in the U.S.A. through the May 
issue of the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts Club Bulletin, which 
| always go through the new members list first, and check 
what car they own. On the top of this list was the name, 
W.F. Harral, Harral’s Automobile Collection, P.O. Box 10, 
Nevada 89504, U.S.A. On his list of 16 R-R cars he had was 
1334, which now has an H.J. Mulliner Roadster Body fit- 
ted. 


It was despatched from the factory in July 1910, and fitted 
with a high sided Barker Touring body, with a parallel bon- 
net and paointed a none to pleasant colour green. When | 
first saw the car in 1916, It was owned by a W.V. Manton 
the managing director of the large city store in Sydney of 
Snows Ltd., on the corner of Pitt and Liverpool Streets. 
The car was kept well serviced, however, about 1920 Mr. 
Manton sold the car to a Mr. O.G.S. Lane, who had an 
importing business in Sydney and lived in Yarranabbe Road 
Darling Point. Mr. Lane had the body removed by coach- 
builder Angus and Son of Castlereagh Street Sydney. The 
chassis was overhauled at the Rolls Royce depot — then 
Angus and Son build a modern touring body on 1334, and 
fitted tapered bonnet. The cas was upholstered in grey lea- 
ther and the body painted a light blue, a break away from 
the usual sombre colours of those days. It looked very 
smart. As Mr. Lane did not drive, his chauffeur was dressed 
in grey and a grey cap. The car was well used by this gentle- 
man who liked it so much he ordered a post war chassis 
24LG, now owned by Malcolm Johns. When this chassis 
arrived Angus and Son had gone out of business so Mr. 
Lane got A.A. Agate of Summer Hill N.S.W. to build a 
Touring body for him. He kept the two cars for sometime, 
but at one stage 1334 had trouble with the off side chassis 
frame which cracked in between the bolt holes of the front 
cross member. In my series of articles | wrote for London 
and Derby on modifications to Rolls-Royce cars, | men- 
tioned the fitting of a modified cross member with diagonal 
stays to all Ghosts not fitted, to decrease the whip in the 
front dumb iron. This prevented the cracking of the chassis 
frame that had happened to 1334. Why this car had never 
been modified | cannot say. When the chassis was over- 
hauled before Mr. Lane fitted the new body, it should have 
been done. But [| was only an apprentice, and my boss boss 
B.A. Peat, was Rolls Royce. 


As welding was not used in those days for chassis repairs, 
Rolls Royce Ltd supplied what they called fish plates. 
These fitted on the outside of the chassis frame and a- 
round the top and bottom, they were a very neat fit when 
the new type of cross member was fitted. Before the dia- 
gonal stays were put into position, holes were drilled as it 
was necessary to align up the dumb irons, and to check 
this a special jib was used to check the alignment. It was a 
very simple jib, of bright steel rod about 4 ft. long. This 
was placed in the shcakle bolt holes in the dumb irons. 
When the dumb irons were true and in alignment the bright 
steel rod which had one end tapered, would just push 
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through the two dumb irons and float freely. This had to be 
checked from both sides of the chassis if they were out of 
alignment, the chassis frame had to be set until it was true. 
When this was ok we would drill the chassis for diagonal 
stays, tighten them up. Together with clamp bolts on the 
cross member. Then the cross member was drilled and 
reamed out for the fitting of tapered pins. 


The steel rod jib, was often checked in a lathe to make sure 
it was true. It was also kept in well oiled flannel. With the 
Ghosts, whenever the front axle springs were removed, this 
chassis dumb iron section always had to be checked for 
alignment. If it was not true, strain could be put on the 
main spring leaves and the front axle could be out of 
alignment. This could cause steering trouble. In many 
cases, where one of these chassis frames has been bent 
this alignment was never checked, 


Not long after these repairs were carried out on 1334 Mr. 
Lane decided to sell it, and it was bought by the Falkiner 
family who lived around Deniliquin N.S.W. In N.S.W. we 
lost trace of 1334, as the Falkiner family always went to 
Melbourne for repairs, as it was much closer. When Fred 
Robinson and myself were tracing all the Silver Ghosts in 
Australia, he came up with news that 1334 had gone to 
the U.S.A. They never die; always come to light one day. 
1334 did. 


Bert Ward 
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REVERSE CLUTCH CONES 
REAR EPICYCLIC UNIT 


REVERSE EPICYCLIC UI 


DRIVEN TORUS 


TORUS COVER AND STARTER RIN 


/ PISTON 
/ 


PEEDOMETER DRIVE 


MOUNTING BRACKET 


VERNOR 


SUMP 


The first automatic box fitted to a Rolls-Royce. 


AN AFFAIR WITH AN S2 BENTLEY 
TRANSMISSION 


by Eric Goudie 


On 26th August | put the car into an Auto Service Car Cen- 
tre on the recommendation of NRMA, Canberra. 


It was thought at the time that it needed a ‘“‘band adjust- 
ment’’. Members of the Club who had previously driven the 
vehicle considered the transmission “‘chunky’”’. 


The Auto Centre foreman tested the vehicle and concluded 
it was leaping from 2-4 on the change up; down it seemed 
OK. 


On investigation it was found that the lower split band was 
worn. It was decided to replace this at an estimated cost of 
$350. Further investigation found that the clutch plates 
were burnt out and would have to be replaced plus of 
course the engine mountings, gaskets etc. The estimated 
price was now $500! As the car was in pieces what else 
could | do. It was now 29th August. 


Parts were purchased from Brisbane, Melbourne, Sydney 
about a week later. It was now 4th September and the 
suggestion was that it would take about a week to assemble. 


| was in touch with NRMA Technical experts for moral 
support hoping that the price would be believable. They 
were most interested and watched the exercise from the 
sidelines. 


The car was finally assembled and tested by the Auto Cen- 
tre. At first it was satisfactory, but then the second was not 
30 good; the car would not change past first gear. 


At this stage (the first week in September) it was handed 
over to ‘‘an expert’. The expert incidentally had worked 
with Jack Dodds in London whom you recall had put a 
Rolls-Royce Merlin into a car and beaten a Lamborghini in 
Belgium and a Bugatti in Deutschland at over 200 mph. 


It was at this point that | wondered where | stood financial- 
ly having two to pay and where the exercise was going to end. 


Once again the transmission was dismantled on 15th Sept- 
ember and laid out ona bench. The clutch plates were worn 
and twisted and marked with a rust like substance. They 
would all have to be renewed. It was also decided that Mer- 
cedes plates would also be used having more durability and 
a surface that wore better. They were used in conjunction 
with Rolls plates. The new date of completion was to be 
about 22nd September. 


The NRMA offered to test the car if necessary. We waited 
for an account and to see if a warranty was forthcoming. 
The ‘‘expert”’ called me in and told me that the Auto Cen- 
tre would bear their own cost and so to my relief dropped 
out of the picture. 


At this stage, it was suggested the case was at fault. | sug- 
gested he ring John Vauser who was utterly surprised and 
suggested it was the servo. A new servo was purchased. We 
had to send to London for a new belt and the expert 
shouted himself to ringing Jack Dodds ($72 on the bill). 
The part was received from London on 2nd October and 
the unit finally assembled on 3rd October. 


After 5 weeks we finally got the car back and an account 
for $890. 


On servicing about 12 months later the latest expert found 
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AUTOMATIC GEARBOX SHIFT POINTS 


1-2 2-3 43 2-1 Axle Ratio 

M.P.H. K.P.H. M.P.H. K.P.H. K.P.H M.P.H. K.P.H UESaHe 
Light Throttle | 5-7 811 | 9-12 14-19 29- 34 19- 16 5-3 8-5 | Bentley “R" Series and 
Full Throttle | 10-13 16-21 | 24-28 39-45 | 49-55 79- 89 39- 34 -4 leo | yoo 
Kick-down 14-16 22-26 | 26-30 42-48 | 55-62 88-100 85-7 8- 6 13-10 | 6.50 x 16 
Light Throttle | 5-8 8-13 | 10-14 16-23 | 19-22 30- 36 21- 18 5-3 8-5 | Bentley “R” Series and 
Full Throttle | 11-14 18-23 | 25-30 40-48 | 53-60 85- 97 42- 37 7 Ay D6 | cage 
Kick-down 15-18 24-29 | 28-32 45-51 | 59-66 95-106 97- 85 9-6 14-10 | 6.50 x 16 
Light Throttle | 6-9 9-15 } 12-15 19-25 | 22-26 35- 42 29- 24 72 4-Ve 6; || jpenitey Re Conanéntal 
Full Throttle | 15-18 24-29 | 35-40 56-64 | 71-78 114-126 53- 45 9-6 14-10 | 13:40 
Kick-down 21-25 33-40 | 37-43 59-69 | 75-82 120-132 | 78-72 126-115 12-9 19-14 | 650 x 16 
Light Throttle | 5-7 8-11 | 10-13 16-21 13-10 21- 16 oa €S) sia 
Full Throttle | 11-13 18-21 | 24-29 39-47 25-22 40- 35 7-4 W-6| 11:41 
Kick-down 14-17 23-27 | 27-31 43-50 55-50 89- 80 9- 6 14-10 | 7.50 x 16 or 6.50 x 17 
Light Throttle | 4-6 610 | 9-11 14-18 11-9 18-14 BG BS | Sic weacn 
Full Throttle 9-12 14-19 | 21-25 34-40 22-19 35-31 6-3 10-5 | &: 
Kick-down 13-15 21-24 | 24-31 38-50 48-44 77- 71 7-5 Il- 8 | 7:50 x 16 or 6.50 x 17 
Light Throttle | 4-7 7-11 | 10-12 15-20 12-10 20- 15 68. LS | acer 
Full Throttle | 10-13 15-21 | 23-27 37-44 24-21 39- 34 7-3 W-5 | 9:35 
Kick-down 14-16 23-26 | 26-34 41-55 52-48  84- 78 8- § 12-9 | 650 x 17 or 7.50 x 16 
Light Throttle | 5-8 8-13 | 11-14 18-22 14-11 23- 18 6- 3. 10- 5 | Bentley “S” Series and 
Full Throttle | 12-15 19-24 | 27-32 43-51 28-24 45-39 Joa Tie 6 | gata Cone: 
Kick-down 16-18 25-29 | 30-34 48-55 101-113 | 60-55 97- 89 9-7 14-11 | 8.20 x 15 
Light Throttle | 6-9 9-15 | 12-16 19-26 19-16 31- 26 7-4 11-6 | Bentley “Ss” Continental 
Full Throttle | 16-19 26-31 | 36-41 58-66 119-132 | 34-30 55- 48 10-7 16-11 | 13:38 
Kick-down 22-25 35-40 | 39-45 62-73 | 79-86 127-139 | 82-76 132-122 12-9 19-14 | 7.60 x 15 


Although considerable latitude is given in the chart, it is important to 


remember that where the 


change occurs on the low limit, then the change through the ranges must all occur on the low 


limit. 
that someone had not done the last bolt up. 
Naturally enough they wanted to overhaul it for about 
$1200! | told them to change the oil, tighten the bolt, seal 
it, and forget it. 


Caveat Emptor! 


On §2 and S3 cars the gearbox quadrant could be fit- 
ted to either side of the steering column. 


The same, of course, applies where the changes occur elsewhere within the limits. 


THE ENCHANTMENT OF A NAME 
by Peter Heuzenroeder 


All Rolls-Royce enthusiasts are people who drive under the 
influence. 


Our common intoxication with Rolls-Royce, and the lore 
and aura which surrounds it, probably has a slightly differ- 
ent flavour for us all. 


| have often thought that it could be interesting for some 
(and a help to Bill Coburn!) to read how it was that others 
acquired a similar taste for Rolls-Royce. 


Some members have luckily been imbibing all their lives; 
the addiction of others has probably grown and mellowed 
over a period of time, perhaps to culminate in the acquisi- 
tion of an example of their favourite vintage. Others were 
possibly suddenly captivated by its magic after sampling a 
particular year, and for others, a cold blooded business 
decision where the taste was acquired after the purchase. 
For me, it was a gradual process after a heady introduction 
at the age of 13. 


As a child, | had an uncle who loved cars. A portly, lovable, 
fastidious man — my father’s business partner in the family 
legal firm. What he didn’t know about cars both mechani- 
cally and historically was simply not worth knowing and | 
lent heavily on this inspiration. 


| grew up during the Second World War — swept along ina 
fervour of patriotism engendered by all around me. Natural- 
ly everything British was ‘good’ and Rolls-Royce was natur- 


ally British. When I was young, one simply learned that 
Rolls-Royce was the best car in the world and that, indis- 
putably, was that. Occasionally | actually saw one but they 
were very few and far between and usually only associated 
with Vice-Regal functions. 


The first vivid experience | have of seeing a Rolls-Royce at 
close quarters occurred when I was taken, as a special treat, 
with my cousins, by my Uncle, to see a Motor Show. As 
most Rolls-Royce franchises then rarely kept a demonstra- 
tor it was an event to see a Rolls-Royce even in a motor 
show, but on this occasion there was one; it was the high- 
light of our day. After looking at all the different makes 
and listening to my Uncle’s description and information on 
each one, we eventually arrived at a gleaming dark coloured 
car standing in dignified solitary state behind white ropes. 
My Uncle stood back and, in expansive tones, announced, 
“Well... there it is kids... the best car in the world’’. | 
was totally overcome with awe and simply gazed at the tall 
square radiator and the faultless paintwork. For me, that 
was it. 


Later, during my teenage catalogue-gathering years, Mr. 
C.D. Ellis of Motors Limited, Adelaide, gave me a Silver 
Wraith brochure which is still a prized possession. (1 now 
wish |’d bothered him more often!) 


My knowledge and affection for Rolls-Royce grew gradual- 
ly until my university years when | read “The Magic of a 
Name” which inspired me to total devotion. At this time 
an engineering student friend had acquired a 1929 20 h.p. 
(Chassis No. GEN 66) which he lent me for a brief three 
weeks while he was interstate. The Twenty was sweetness 
itself and the experience was absolutely captivating. 


It was during those years that | finally settled (in my mind) 
on a manual Silver Dawn as being the ideal car, for me that 
is (who doesn’t dream of a Silver Ghost!). To me, the Sil- 
ver Dawn seemed to combine traditional Rolls-Royce 
mechanics (one shot lubrication etc.) and from an aesthetic 
viewpoint the culmination of the classic English body style. 
Its relative smallness and general lack of complication made 
it a ‘usable classic’. 


The years went by and | increased my Rolls-Royce library, 
gathering catalogues, road tests, articles and information 
and generally continued to admire from a distance. I did 
then, and still do, delight in reading as much about the 
people and personalities behind Rolls-Royce as about the 
cars themselves. | enjoy, for instance, snippets which give 
an insight into what sort of person Royce was and what 
he would have been like to meet and talk to. 


Eventually, in April 1975, after studying the car ads in the 
paper each Saturday and after three other false starts over a 
period of at least six years, my eyes suddenly fixed on an 
insignificant little ad. “Rolls-Royce (RNJ 051) Black ’51 
Vy. orig. Offers...” 


| went cold. | had no funds but somehow | just had to ring 
the number. 


| did, and recklessly obtained an option on it until 11.00 
a.m. the following morning. 
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Furious telephoning for help to my two cousins quickly fol- 
lowed. They, (both sons of the said Uncle — who, unhap- 
pily, died in 1954) had, one of them, access to a good Bank 
Manager and the other mechanical knowledge and bargain- 
ing abilities. It rapidly became a family affair. 


Early on Sunday morning, we all set off for Adelaide in my 
Rover 2000; they, thoroughly enjoying the outing, and me 
feeling sick in the pit of my stomach. We arrived and were 
introduced to a black Silver Dawn which certainly seemed 
to be very clean and original, right down to the packing 
slip in the tool kit. The engine was started; my cousins 
swarmed all over the car asking all the relevant questions. 
| seem to remember contributing greatly by kicking the 
tyres (why do people always kick tyres?) and after a brief 
test drive the deal was swung. They drove off in my Rolls- 
Royce to another surburban appointment and | drove the 
Rover to a nearby relative and thankfully sank a large 
Brandy. After a suitable interval | caught up with them and 
we set off in convoy for the Barossa Valley, they, selfishly, 
claiming | was still unfit to drive a strange car! 


GAUGE UNIT BAFFLES ~-PETROL 


FILLER 


“FLOAT IN 
TANK "FULL 
POSITION 


The petrol tank fitted to the majority of post-war pre 
S series cars 


It was one of those glorious, balmy, autumn Sundays. As 
we neared Gawler the Dawn ahead of me pulled off the 
road and stopped. Curious, | drew alongside to be con- 
fronted with the information that the oil pressure was at 
zero and she was boiling. | went cold again. Peals of laught- 
er followed (the sods) then, “‘its O.K., she’s absolutely mar- 
vellous, we just thought you ought to drive her.” 


Thus, | took the wheel of my Rolls-Royce. What a glorious 
sight, the Spirit of Ecstasy flying at the end of that classic 
bonnet, twenty-four years after that memorable motor 
show. 


For the technically minded, she is SDB 114. She was origin- 
ally built to the order of Port Huon Products Pty. Ltd. in 
Melbourne and shipped to Kellow Falkiner Pty. Ltd. in 
August, 1951. In about 1965, after covering approx. 
90,000 miles, she was bought by Alan Sullivan of Somerton 
Park, S.A. (she is still Known in S.A. RROC circles as ‘‘Sulli- 
van’s Dawn”’ — | suppose she always will be). Mr. Sullivan, 
after many years, sold her to George Thompson of Adelaide 
who, in turn, later sold her to John Warnes, also of Somer- 
ton Park, a car enthusiast and collector from whom | 
bought her. | remember John telling me that his main inter- 
est lay in classic American cars. | am very thankful that 


John’s main interest lay in classic American cars! She has 
now covered 124,800 miles and is in quite reasonable mech- 
anical and general condition with little or no rust in the 
body work, 


So far as | am concerned, she has become part of me and 
will remain so, | hope, for the rest of my days. 


a a 


THOUGHTS ON PAINTING A BENTLEY 
By Barry Sparks 


Have you ever looked at your car, noting the paint fading 
and cracked and maybe rust bubbles rearing their ugly 
heads on centre pillars, sills and back guards. You might 
decide that your pocket or bank balance can stand having 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley repainted. Before you decide, 
do some homework. Find the right paint shop, have every- 
thing arranged and then ask someone who has already gone 
through the experience. | can assure you the best thing to 
do is sell your vehicle and buy one that does not need re- 
painting. Here is my story in repainting B24UL. 


The time was July 1976. | approached a paint shop in Al- 
bion and asked the price of repainting the Bentley. 


After thorough inspection he announced that a major re- 
paint is the only answer to my problem. A major repaint 
meant stripping the vehicle to bare metal. The price seem- 
ed good considering some of the repaints | had heard of, so 
we decided to go ahead. The painter said he wanted the 
vehicle straight away so that he could paint it before the 
Queensland wet season started. 


At home we pulled the Bentley apart. Out came seals, mats, 
windows, chrome moulds, windscreen and bumper bars. 
Early on Sunday morning we took the Bentley to the paint 
shop and awaited the arrival of the painter to open up. 
Three hours later he arrived. While we were waiting we re- 
moved the front guards and doors. When the car does go 
into the paintshop the painter put some stripper onto a 
door to see how hard it was to remove the old paint. It 
blistered easily and no effort was required to scrape it off. 
Well, | thought, he ts eager to get going. ‘‘How long do you 
require the vehicle?’’ | ask. “Four to six weeks, six weeks at 
the outside”’ he said. 


“Good”, | thought, “It will be ready for our Concourse 
and the showing at “History on wheels”. 


After 2 weeks | checked on the paint shop and found the 
Bentley untouched. “Having trouble buying strippers’ says 
the painter. At the end of August a further trip revealed 
that at lcast 80% of the paint is off the body. | was going 
on 2 weeks holiday and would not be back until mid Sept- 
ember. Would the Bentley be ready? ‘Of course, no wor- 
ries”, | was assured. 


Good time spent at Cotten Tree, no fish, but who cares, 
away from work for 2 weeks, (wondering whether the Bent- 
ley is being painted, is the colour going to be OK, is the 


paint job good enough?). Back to Brisbane in mid Septem- 
ber and back to the paint shop and, horrors, nothing has 
been done; too busy, it rained, many reasons. So | suggest 
that | come down at night and help strip the old paint off. 
Good idea he said. 


Nights, Saturdays, Sundays and more nights plus many 
helping hands and the old paint is off. Slight accident dur- 
ing the process, broke the back window trying to remove 
it. Only $214 for a new one from York Motors. 


Mid October and at last the first coat of undercoat goes on. 
We had to paper everything up and clean the body for him, 
but nevertheless grey undercoat was applied, even the tyres 
were coated. Yes, the vehicle will be ready for November. 
Of course, don’t worry, he says. 


During this period, new door rubbers, windscreen seals etc. 
were obtained from different sources throughout Australia 
and from England. Seemed a good idea to replace the hood 
lining as the inside was already pulled down. 

“No, sorry, but that colour is no longer available. Try so 
and so down the street’. So you try down the street but 
he suggests the place you have just come from. Finally out 
to Eagle Farm and you find an importer of English Felts 
who has every colour but the one you want. But it must 
come to the stage in restoration of old cars when you must 
compromise. | choose the colour and order from a small 
sample ex Sydney. Ten days later it arrives. That OH! ... 
that can’t be the colour. So | ask other Honourable Bent- 
ley owners who, by the expression on their faces, say ever 
so politely ‘No’. When you ask somebody for advice why 
do they always tell you what you really don’t want to hear 
anyway. 


Time is now the end of October and the car must be moved 
from the old paint shop to new premises and car will be 
painted the following Monday. If! So | again approach 
friends and family and we again prepare the vehicle for 
painting. After this effort ! try pleading, abusing, rational 
discussion, every trick | know of, even blackmail. No effort. 
November comes and goes. 


December is upon us, History on Wheels has come and gone 
as the Concours did and still the Bentley has not been 
painted. After a few rather discreet enquiries | find this 
“gentleman” has no intention of painting my car. Why, for 


goodness sake could he not have told me months ago. So, | 
repossess my car with the help of a friend; ridiculous, re- 
possessing my own car. 


Christmas comes and goes. Must find someone to paint the 
car. Somebody who is recommended and trustworthy. 
After many, many phone calls, we have another painter 
looking at the car. 


If he can match the paint he will collect the car at the end 
of January (1977) and we will get it back mid-February. 
After two weeks the painter Jays six colour samples in front 
of me and says, “Pick out the colour you want’’. Very 
knowledgeably | throw out the offending samples. Yes, in- 
cluding the correct coloured sample. Sheepishly, | look at 
the painter, who | must admit was quite understanding, 
didn’t say much, just looked. Two big Brisbane paint 
manufacturers finally admitted the colour could not be 
matched in Australia due to the tinters used by Mr. Rolls- 
Royce. So, | settle on English paint. Eleven litres required, 
only eight litres available in Australia. 


Ever get that feeling everything is against you? The painter 
says don't panic we will paint tne car black then use the 
English paint for finally colouring the car. Great, something 
is finally going right. 


The time arrived, the car goes onto the trailer and away to 
be painted. 


First it rained, and then the English paint reacts to the local 
thinners. Impossible! says the supplier of thinners. So they 
try another thinner. Success! 


While these little dramas are being lived through (not really 
the phrase | would like to use) | had sent the wood work in 
for beautifying. Not very successful so it went back again. 
Six wecks later | have it back and still not much better so 
for many hours with polish and O-Cedar almost makes it 
look acceptable. | forgot to mention that when it was re- 
moved from the vehicle | laid the wood work on the grass 
in the back yard before deciding where it could be safely 
stored. 


Sam, the big labrador from down the street came in to say 
“hellow Barry how’s tricks” and steps on the back window 
wood work and right, breaks it. Poor Sam. Still can’t under- 
stand why | won’t talk to him anymore. 


Late one Tuesday afternoon the vehicle arrived home and 
was left in the driveway. This would be the day when | am 
delayed, new job, got to pick up the company car (best 
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type to have). Duck dinner, indigestion afterwards, sun long 
gone down and put the Bentley in the garage. Friends and 
family say ‘‘Well are you happy now, is the paint job good 


enough?” —- all those silly questions people ask, It has got 
to be good you keep telling yourself. It does look black 
doesn’t it. Don’t touch it, you’ll scratch it. Watch that 
buckle. Careful. Watch you don’t go too close. 


Everybody is a critic. Look at this mark, what about this, 
what about that. So after an hour of inspection under the 
garage lamps, would you believe 3, yes, 3 foolscap pages of 
complaints and | only have half the car back. 


Next day | approach the painter and | tell him my tale of 
woe. 


“Well, Barry if it is bad as you say we will get it back and 
fix. itt.” 


Driving away | think, well, at least he listens and all will be 
fixed. On the following Tuesday, he flies of to Fiji and the 
car goes to the paint shop (I wonder if | am paying for that 
holiday). 


Saturday morning and Wal Moorhouse and | pick up the 
Bentley and try and drive it home, 25 pmh top specd and 
to end it all, ran out of petrol. 


Finally the car is under the house again. Not game to check 
the paint work again. Clean it first, make it look respect- 
able. Then some of the chrome goes on and it starts to 
look like a car again. Try and fit back window but every- 
body knows your wife, who is helping, is doing everything 
wrong and after many unsuccessful attempts decide to do 
something else. 


Fit new distributor points, rotor arm, distributor cap, con- 
denser, coil, and still the motor backfires and won't rev. 
Remove the fuel tank and clean it out, remove fuel [ilte: 
and scrape out goodness knows what, clean fucl pump {il- 
ters and finally clean out carbies and found water in the 
front carby. Fit new fuel tank, fuel gauge and oil level 
gauge. The oil level gauge shows full with only 7 pints and 
the sump holds 14 pints, and the fuel gauge is also inaccur- 
ate. 


One Monday night Keith, Stephen and | finally get the 
back window fitted. Thank goodness. That night Keith 
confesses he thinks the paint work is below par and is that 
the finished product. Well, it does have to be polished. So 
another trip back to the paint shop. They listened patiently 
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and agreed | bring the vehicle back on the Tuesday morn- 
ing. 


On the Sunday morning | find the back window is cracked. 
Must admit said many a nasty word. Just something else to 
go wrong. 


So, the Bentley goes back to the paint shop and the painter 
proves that the “poor paint work’’ does really only need 
polishing. Minor touch up only required. | leave the car 
anyway for it to be finished off. Shall require more paint 
says the painter. Only 2 litres. Would you believe that no- 
body in Australia has any of my colour available. 


| suppose you think | am going to finish this story off by 
saying that it was really all worth it, the colour is magnifi- 
cent, everything went back together with no further pro- 
blems, and people still rush up and say how beautiful the 
Bentley looks. 


Rolls Royce 

Owners’ Club 

prefers our 
service 


The Federal Messenger Delivery 
Secretary of the Rolls service for small con- 
Royce Owners’ Club signments and I find 
of Australia, Mr. Bill that the service is not 
B. Coburn says ina only completely 
letter to the Minister reliable but is also 
of Post and Telecom- faster and con- 


munications: 


‘“‘Members of this 
Club when requiring 
replacement compo- 
nents for Rolls Royce 
and Bentley cars are 
invariably obliged, if 
they live in rural 
areas, to obtain 
deliveries from 
capital cities. 


“Recently I have 
been using your 
Priority Paid and 


siderably cheaper. 


“To this end I am 
publicising your ser- 
vice in our Federal 
Journal and I hope 
that the antipathy 
that may be present in 
member’s minds to 
using Postal Commis- 
sion services will be 
overcome.,”’ 
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